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SACE

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION 
(SACE)

The certificate is based on two stages of achievement: 
Stage 1 (predominantly undertaken in year 11) and 
Stage 2 (Year 12). Students will be able to study a wide 
range of subjects and courses as part of their SACE. 
Scan the QR code at the bottom of page for more 
information.

HOW DO I ACHIEVE SACE ?

•	 Every subject you complete successfully will earn 
you ‘credits’

•	 200 credits of these in the right mix of subject will 
give you your SACE

•	 A full Semester (six months) of study in one subject 
will be worth 10  credits

•	 Compulsory subjects and all stage 2 subjects need 
a C grade or better to complete the SACE

•	 You will receive credits for many different forms of 
education and training (such as academic subjects, 
VET and community learning) provided they are 
recognised by the SACE Board.

The South Australian Certificate of Education (SACE) is an internationally respected senior secondary education qualification 
that equips students with the knowledge, skills, and capabilities they need to progress to further learning and work as 
confident and responsible global citizens.

https://www.sace.
sa.edu.au/studying

www.satac.edu.au/

Credits Requirements

Year 10

10 EIF

Year 11 (Stage One)

20 Literacy (from a range of English subjects 
and courses)

10 Numeracy (from a range of Mathematics 
subjects & courses)

Year 11 or 12 (Stage One or Two)

up to 90 Other subjects and courses of the 
student’s choice

Year 12 (Stage Two)

10 AIF

60 or 
more

Other Year 12 (Stage Two) subjects and 
courses*

UNIVERSITY ENTRY

For university entry, students need to qualify for 
the SACE, obtain an Australian Tertiary Admission 
Rank (ATAR) and meet any prerequisite subject 
requirements for the course/program.

Applications for university and TAFE courses are 
handled by the South Australian Tertiary Admissions 
Centre (SATAC). Full details of university and TAFE 
entry requirements are included in the SATAC Tertiary 
Entrance booklet. For more information scan the 
SATAC QR code.

HOW TO GET AN ATAR

For an ATAR students must complete four year 12 
subjects plus Activating Identities and Futures  (AIF).  The 
alternative method to achieve an ATAR  is by using a 
full Certificate III in VET.

TAFE SA AND OTHER REGISTERED TRAINING 
ORGANISATIONS

TAFE SA and other RTOs have a range of courses 
especially for high school students. Some of these 
courses might count towards your SACE and ATAR 
via VET in Schools (See over the page for more VET 
details). You might also choose TAFE SA as a tertiary 
pathway after you have finished your school studies. 

If you are thinking about applying to study at TAFE SA 
or other RTOs post School you should find out about 
their course admission requirements. 

TAFE SA courses can be competitive or non-
competitive. Course admission requirements 
differ according to the level and type of course.  
Competitive courses often require SACE completion 
or other recognised qualifications. 



Page 4 

Y E A R  1 2

PHHS Curriculum Guide

 VET

What is Vocational Education & Training (VET)?

Vocational education and training (VET) enables students to acquire skills and knowledge for work through a nationally 
recognised industry-developed training package or accredited course.

Vocational Education and Training (VET) equips students with workforce skills through nationally recognised courses, delivered 
by Registered Training Organisations (RTOs). 

What can be studied in VET? 

VET supports exploration of various career paths including: A number of trades within construction (plumbing, electrical, 
carpentary, brick and block), health, early childhood education, IT, Engineering, veterinary nursing, aged care, salon assistance, 
sport and recreation etc.

Why study VET

VET consistently incorporates practical, hands-on 
learning, leading to excellent job opportunities 
across various fields. Integrating VET into the South 
Australian Certificate of Education (SACE) allows 
students to begin a qualification early, accelerating 
their path to a rewarding career. Students can 
achieve dual accreditation in both the SACE and a 
nationally recognised qualification.

For more information go to the main NASSSA VET 
website.  Here you will find: 

•	 NASSSA Vet brochure which includes details on 
how to apply for VET

•	 Up to date course information 
•	 VET course videos

https://nasssa.com.au/students/vet
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The South Australian Aboriginal Secondary Training Academy (SAASTA) offers Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students engaging in 
learning and personal development opportunities.  

SAASTA provides opportunities to develop in 

•	 Attendance  
•	 Engagement in school and learning 
•	 Understanding culture and building identity  
•	 Leadership 

SAASTA encourages students to set high expectations for themselves in attendance, participation, educational performance, and behaviour to 
maintain a position program.  

Year 11 and 12 students engage in an alternating Stage 2 Integrated Learning and Health and Wellbeing cycle.  

PHHS Curriculum Guide
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 ABORIGINAL PROGRAMS - SOUTH AUSTRALIAN ABORIGINAL SECONDARY TRAINING ACADEMY 

 ABORIGINAL PROGRAMS - STARS PROGRAM

A good education lays the foundation for success in life and achieving a higher level of education is one of the key factors most likely to 
reduce Indigenous disadvantage in Australia. Stars offers specially tailored mentoring and support programs for young Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander women. Stars offers a range of activities to the girls, including sport and physical activities, art, music and dance.  Community 
and volunteering activities are also provided to support the girls to build their confidence and give them opportunities for personal growth.

The key to the success of the program are our full-time on-site mentors, who provide  our girls with the intensive, daily support they need to 
identify and achieve their goals and reach their full potential. 

The program focuses on four key area of personal development through the Stars Plan:

•	 Healthy Lifestyles

•	 Wellbeing

•	 Education, Training and Employment

•	 Community, Culture and Leadership

Each Stars student works closely with her mentor to develop a plan to help her move positively towards making active choices about her 
future.

ARTWORK BY KRYSTAL MEYRICK
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 THE ARTS - CREATIVE ARTS

A satisfactory achievement in a Stage 1 Arts Subject (C grade or better) is recommended.

This subject that allows students to further develop skills in a specific area of art/design or the 
performing arts that interests them. Emphasis is placed on developing skills in the chosen area and 
on critical and creative thinking to develop creative art works. Areas of interest may include jewellery, 
photography, stage management, theatrical performance, choreography, music composition, dance 
technology, film making.

ASSESSMENTS

•	 Practical Skills
•	 Inquiry
•	 Product

Stage 2 dance students will focus on 3 key learning areas: understanding dance, creating dance and responding to dance. In this subject 
students are expected to:  

•	 Develop knowledge and understanding of the body, dance skills, dance elements, structural devices, production elements, and safe 
dance practices  

•	 Apply technical and expressive dance skills in performance  
•	 Communicate choreographic intent to an audience through composition and performance  
•	 Reflect on their own creative works as an artist and that of others as an audience member  
•	 Investigate dance in global contexts  

ASSESSMENTS  

•	 1 performance portfolio  
•	 2 dance contexts tasks (a recording and a choreographic analysis)  
•	 1 skills development portfolio.

 THE ARTS - DANCE

https://youtu.be/
BAU0oxdhZ4U

Watch PHHS Dance performances from previous years by scanning the QR code.

https://youtu.be/
SDPmby6NyBU

Year 10 Year 11 and 12



Page 7 

A satisfactory achievement in Drama - Stage 1 (C or above) is recommended.

In Drama - Stage 2, students develop their creativity, collaboration, critical thinking and 
communication skills as artists. Students will adopt individual roles from a variety of options within 
the dramatic fields of theatre and/or screen.

ASSESSMENTS

•	  Group production 40%
•	  Evaluation and creativity 30%  
•	  Creative presentation 30%

PHHS Curriculum Guide
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 THE ARTS - DRAMA

 THE ARTS - MUSIC EXPLORATIONS,  EXPERIMENT & CREATE

Music Explorations emphasises learning through exploring and experimenting with music. Through 
exploration of musical styles and influences, the elements of music and how music is made, students 
process and synthesise the key learning that has taken place. Students develop musical literacy and 
engage critically and creatively with music through responding to their own and others’ works. 

This subject is flexible in its design, allowing individual and collaborative exploration options in 
performing, composing, arranging and exploring music technology. Through practical application of their 
understanding of musical elements, students learn to analyse and deconstruct music, manipulate sound 
and create musical works that express their ideas and emotions.

Students will continue to engage in free tuition of their chosen instrument, in one 30-minute lesson per 
week (in addition to their other subjects). 

ASSESSMENTS

•	 Musical Literacy 30% 
•	 Explorations 40% 
•	 Creative Connections 30%

 THE ARTS - MUSIC PERFORMANCE SOLO & ENSEMBLE

In order to be enrolled in Music - Stage 2, students must have completed and passed a full year of 
Music - Stage 1.  

Students will extend their skills and confidence in performing both as a soloist and in an ensemble. Students 
creatively and critically engage in their performances and develop and apply musical literacies. They will 
engage in 2 10-credit modules to form a 20-credit subject: 

•	 Music solo performance - students will perform as a soloist with either an accompanist or a backing 
track, completing 3 public performances of 6-8 minutes each. 

•	 Music ensemble performance - students will perform as a member of an ensemble, completing 3 
public performances of 6-8 minutes each 

Students will continue to engage in free tuition of their chosen instrument, in one 30-minute lesson per week 
(in addition to their other subjects). 

ASSESSMENTS

•	 Performance 1 30%

•	 Performance 2 and discussion 40%

•	 Performance 3 and review 30%
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 THE ARTS - VISUAL ART - ART

A satisfactory achievement (C or above) in Visual Arts: Art - Stage 1 is recommended.

Students will work as an artist in developing ideas and concepts to produce final artworks that reflect their 
personal art aesthetic and stylistic choices. Students will research art, artists and art media to influence their 
own practical works. Drawing, painting, sculpture, printmaking, photography and computer manipulated 
work are some of the possible areas students may choose to work on, for each of the practical components.

ASSESSMENTS

•	 Visual study (20 A3 pages)

•	 Practical work & practitioners statement

•	 Folio  (40 A3 pages)

 THE ARTS - VISUAL ART - DESIGN

A satisfactory achievement (C or above) in Visual Arts: Design - Stage 1 is recommended.

Students will study a variety of practitioners to build their skills and knowledge in their chosen area of 
design (graphic, product, fashion etc). They will work as a designer to generate conceptual ideas to 
produce works in response to their chosen design brief. Students follow the design process to create 
practical work and present professionally finished design products. Students will have access to industry 
standard digital media such as the Adobe Suite (Adobe Photoshop, Adobe Illustrator and Adobe 
InDesign), as well as laser cutting/engraving technology.

ASSESSMENTS

•	 Visual study (20 A3 pages)

•	 Practical work & practitioners statement

•	 Folio (40 A3 pages)

Artwork by NAO LOHIA Y12

Artwork by MOUSTAFA MUZAFFARI 
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 DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY - CONSTRUCTION TECHNOLOGY  

Construction technology refers to the collection of innovative tools, machinery, modifications, software, etc. 
used during the construction phase of a project that enables advancement in field construction methods, 
including semi-automated and automated construction equipment. 

In this subject students will have a core focus in the tech workshops using wood as their medium. 

Students will be required to conceptualise, plan, draw and then construct their item. 

ASSESSMENTS

•	 Specialised skills task 20%
•	 Design process and solution 50% 

EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT  

•	 Resource study  30%

PHHS Curriculum Guide
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 CROSS DISCIPLINARY - WORKPLACE PRACTICES  

The subject requires  50-60 compulsory hours of vocational learning. This may involve work experience, part-
time employment or be undertaken as a VET course.

Students develop knowledge, skills, and understanding of the nature, type and structure of the workplace. 
They learn about the value of unpaid work to society, future trends in the world of work, workers’ rights and 
responsibilities and career planning.

Students can undertake learning in the workplace and develop and reflect on their capabilities, interests, and 
aspirations. The subject may include the undertaking of vocational education and training (VET) as provided 
under the Australian Qualifications Framework (AQF).

ASSESSMENTS

•	 Folio 25%

•	 Performance 25%

•	 Reflection 20%

EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT

•	 Practical or issues analysis 30%
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 DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY  - DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY  

This course builds on students’ prior knowledge and skills, with a continued focus on innovative 
furniture design and advanced material applications. Students will take greater ownership of 
the design process, applying design thinking to investigate real-world needs and develop 
functional, high-quality products. Emphasis is placed on refining workshop techniques, 
exploring complex construction methods, and using a wider range of materials, including 
timber, metal, and composites, to create well-resolved design solutions. 

Throughout the course, students will: 

•	 Identify complex problems or design needs and develop innovative solutions. 
•	 Independently plan and manage the design process from concept to final product. 
•	 Apply design thinking strategies to explore and refine ideas. 
•	 Test and evaluate materials and processes for functionality, aesthetics, and performance. 
•	 Use industry-standard 3D modelling software, such as Fusion 360, to develop and present 

design concepts. 
•	 Demonstrate advanced skills in workshop practices and material manipulation, with a 

strong focus on craftsmanship and safe work practices. 

ASSESSMENTS

SCHOOL ASSESSMENTS

•	 2 specialised skills tasks 20%
•	 Folio of the design process and soluations 50%

EXTERNAL ASSESSMENTS  

•	 Materials inquiry 15%
•	 Issues inquiry 15%
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 ENGLISH - ENGLISH  

A B grade or higher in English - Stage 1 or Essential English is desirable.

In this course students analyse the connections between author, text, and audience, with a focus on how 
language and stylistic features shape ideas and perspectives in a range of contexts. They consider how 
social, cultural, economic, historical and/or political perspectives shape the construction of texts. Students 
also explore the purpose of a text where they will have opportunities to reflect on their personal values and 
the perspectives of others.

Students provide evidence of their learning through 8 assessments, including an external assessment 
component. Students undertake 3 responses to texts (2 written and 1 verbal), 4 created texts and 1 
comparative analysis.

ASSESSMENTS  

•	 Response to texts 30% – students will respond to a range of texts such as film, novel, poetry and 
articles

•	 Creating texts 40% – students will create a variety of texts such as narratives, speeches and articles

EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT  

•	 Comparative analysis 30% – students analyse and compare the techniques used in 2 similar texts

 ENGLISH  - ESSENTIAL ENGLISH  

In this subject, students respond to and create texts in and for a range of personal, social, cultural, community, 
and/or workplace contexts. Students will understand and interpret information, ideas, and perspectives in texts 
and consider ways in which language choices are used to create meaning.

Students will undertake -

•	 3 responses for responding to text - students read and respond to different texts, undertaking at least 1 of 
the responses in an oral multi-modal form and at least 1 of the responses in written form.

•	 3 assessments for creating texts - students produce 3 texts undertaking at least 1 of the texts in an oral 
multi-modal form and at least 1 of the responses in written form.

•	 1 language study - students undertake 1 language study that is a maximum of 1500 words or 9 minutes 
in oral form reflecting on the use of specialised vocabulary in texts or in a context; the effect of context 
on appropriate language choice; the role of language in establishing individual or group identity; or how 
language choice is determined by the expectations of the audience.

ASSESSMENTS

•	 Responding to texts 30%

•	 Language study 30% 

EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT  

•	 Creating texts 40% 
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Students develop the knowledge, skills and understandings required to explore and understand influences 
and make decisions regarding health and wellbeing. They consider the role of health and wellbeing in 
different contexts and explore ways of promoting positive outcomes for individuals, communities and 
global society. The course includes excursion opportunities to learn skills outside the classroom. 

Teachers aim to deliver this course with a strong practical focus with the belief that students learn through 
experiences. The following inter-related concepts underpins the learning outcomes of the course. 

For a 20-credit subject, students complete five assessments.

ASSESSMENTS

•	 Initiative 40%

•	 Folio 30% 

EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT  

•	 Inquiry 30% 

 HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION (DELIVERED AS HEALTH & WELLBEING) 

Stage 2 Mathematics continues students’ growth through their chosen path in Stage 1. Based on their previous completion, students can 
choose either Essential, General, Methods and/or Specialist Mathematics.  

The best choice depends on: 

•	 Potential careers and university pathways 
•	 Potential careers and university pathways 
•	 Demonstrated academic capabilities 
•	 Teacher recommendations 

 MATHEMATICS
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In chemistry we learn about atoms and why materials have the properties they do. This involves a lot of 
practical work and fire.

KEY POINTS

•	 You need to do a full year of chemistry in year 11

•	 You need to do chemistry in year 11 to be able to do it in year 12

•	 Chemistry is assumed knowledge (or very helpful) for a lot of health re- lated degrees at university

ASSESSMENTS

•	 Folio 30%
•	 Skills and application task 40% 

EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT  

•	 Exam 30%

The study of Biology is constructed around inquiry into and application of understanding the diversity of life 
as it has evolved, the structure and function of living things, and how they interact with their own and other 
species and their environments. 

Frequently Asked Questions: 

“Do I need to do biology in year 11 to do it in year 12?” 
Although it is recommended to do a full year of biology in year 11, you don’t have to have done any biology 
in year 11 to enroll in year 12. 
 
“Do you do any experiments in biology?” 
There are two major experiments completed for the Investigations folio involving making spinach foam, and 
yeast farts. These are done along with using microscopes, looking at cells, and other experiments that align 
with the current learning. 
 
What topics do you cover in year 12 biology? 
The graphic (top right) displays the four topics covered throughout the year. 

ASSESSMENTS

•	 Investigations Folio (30% of final grade) 
•	 Skills & Application Tasks (40% of final grade) 
•	 External Exam (30% of final grade) 
Biology is assumed knowledge for many medical and science-based university pathways. 

 SCIENCES - CHEMISTRY  

 SCIENCES - BIOLOGY  

https://youtu.be/-GY9qq_UzxQ
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 SCIENCES - PSYCHOLOGY

 SCIENCES - PHYSICS  

CONTENT
 

In In psychology we learn about how the brain works and how we learn. 

KEY POINTS

•	 You can choose to do 1 or 2 semesters of psychology in year 11

•	 You can pick psychology in year 12 without doing it in year 11 (but it’s better to do it for two 
years)

•	 Psychology is useful for many fields after school (and is really interesting!)

ASSESSMENTS

•	 Folio 30%
•	 Skills and application task 40% 

EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT  

•	 Exam 30%

It’s not rocket science… Well actually, it is. Can you learn rocket science in 1 minute? 

Click the link to find out or scan the QR code.

In physics we learn about how things move and types of energy.

KEY POINTS

•	 You need to choose a full year of physics in year 11
•	 You need to do physics in year 11 to be able to do it in year 12
•	 Physics is a pre-requisite subject for a lot of engineering degrees at university

ASSESSMENTS

•	 Folio 30%
•	 Skills and application task 40% 

EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT  

•	 Exam 30%

https://youtu.be/EaxW2mIQPhg
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